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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

Monday, May 28th, 1838.

Mr. BRYANT, President.
OBJECTIONS TO DR. ELLIOTSON’S EXPERIMENTS
ON ELIZABETH O’KEY.&mdash;DISCUSSION ON ANI-
MAL MAGNETISM.&mdash;ITS CURATIVE EFFECTS.

DR. BURNE introduced this subject by
stating, that he had twice visited Univer-
sity College Hospital, to see Dr. Elliotson’s
experiments. On the second occasion he
took copious notes of what transpired, and
these he would read to the Society. They
related to experiments performed on the
27th of April. The subject of them was
apparently about fourteen years of age, di-
mimitive, and very pale, with black eyes,
and puckered brow. The eyebrows so far
overhung the eyeballs as to prevent a per-
son having a full view of her eyes.* It is

unnecessary to follow Dr. Burne through
his copious account of the experiments, but
shall state the grounds on which he has
formed his opinions. In the first place,
henthe girl was sent to sleep, Di. Burne
observed that, just before she went off, after
Dr.Elliotson had pointed his hand two or
three inches from the back of her head, lie
said," Watch the girl’s countenance," when
she immediately fell back ; he considered
that when she was likely to be hurt by a
fall, she went to sleep in a much easiel
manner, so as not to subject herself to in-
jury. Again, the manipulations being made
with a closed door intervening between
the operator and the patient, the expected
results did not take place, but she invari-
ably fell asleep without their occurring.
When the motions were made " within the
range of her vision," the expected results
took place. Dr. Elliotson made many mo-
tions that she imitated, in front of her, and
when, behind her, he opened his mouth, he
snapped his teeth so loudly that the noise
could be distinctly heard at the distance of
several feet.t It was said, on one occasion,
when the manipulations failed, that " the
girl was too excited," while a single pass,

* Dr. Burne does not appear to us to be
very accurate here. The girl is 17, her
eyes are decidedly not even verging on black,
and so little of overhanging of the brows is
there, that no eyes, we think, can be better
watched. The puckering of the brows is
not downward, when it occurs.&mdash;REP. L.

t We feel bound to say, that, on occa-
sions when we had ourselves the opportu-
nity of witnessing similar experiments,
not the slightest noise of this kind was
made, though some things are said and
done in her presence from which, were she
conscious of them, evidence in favour 01
animal magnetism could not, of course, bt
drawn.&mdash;REP. L.

afterwards, threw her sister into slumber,
although she was remarkably excitable. In

short, Dr. Burne considered the girl was

an 
impostor, on the following grounds :-
1. That Dr. Elliotson in several instances,

in the girl’s presence, announced what was
to be expected.

2. That the girl fell violently back in the
chair, when in the middle of the area ; but
when the chair was removed to within a
few inches of some closed doors, she fell
quietly back, on three occasions, to within
an inch of the doors.

3. On the two occasions when Dr. B.
witnessed the experiments, during the deli-
rium, the jokes were the same on each oc-
casion, and it appeared to him as if there
was method" in the delirium. There was
nothing inappropriate or indelicate in her
manner or observations. She went straight
forward to persons who were present, and
spoke to them at once.

4. That when the experiments were made
within " the range of her vision," the ex-
pected results took place. When made out
of that range, the effects were uncertain
and were longer in taking place, or were
opposite to what was expected.

5. No effects took place, or they were
very irregular, when the operator was on the
other side of the doors.

Lastly. He considered that the girl was
deceiving Dr. Elliotson, who, he was con-
vinced, was perfectly sincere in his belief
of the truth of the facts. There was no-
thing in the experiments which he saw,
but what any patient or person could accom-
plish, and no uniformity in the results, ex-
cepting when Dr. Elliotson had announced
in her presence what was to be expected,
or when she saw the manipulations. Dr.
Burne concluded by regretting that a Com-
mittee had not been formed for the purpose
of iuquiring into the alleged phenomena of
animal magnetism.

Dr. T. THOMSON, at the request of a mem-
ber, stated a few particulars of the previous
history of the two girls O’Key, who had
been under his care before their admission
into the Hospital. (For these see THE
LANCET of June9th.)

Dr. BENNETT said he had seen Dr. Elliot-
son perform some experiments on O’Key,
and considered that the motions were not
made within the range of her vision. Some
changes, indeed, occurred which it was

quite evident it was out of the girl’s volun.
tary power to produce. Before she waS
sent to sleep the skin was cold and clammys
and the pulse small and rapid ; and on
awaking, in a minute or two, the temperature
of the skin was increased most decidedly,
and the pulse was fuller and not so rapid.

Dr. L. STEWART had seen experiments
performed on twelve or fourteen persons,
and had drawn the following conclusions:-
First, that there was so much iu the idio,
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syncrasy of the patient, that it was to be

greatly doubted if the magnetiser was an
agent in the affair ; in fact, that the effect
would be spontaneous in the patient; or,
if otherwise, that the magnetism only acted
by calling into existence the idiosyncrasy of
the patient. Some effects were observed,
which, whatever they were called, could
not be simulated ; but in certain particulars
be had observed a sort of acting in O’Key
and Lucy Clarke, as if they were attempt
ing to do things which they could not ac-
complish. 

Dr. WHITING said that animal magnetism
was not a thing to be slighted. It was due
to Dr. Elliotson to consider that his experi-
ments were strictly experiments, and not
demonstrations, instituted with a view to
determine the powers of animal magnetism.
He (Dr. W.) quite believed that the mani-
pulations possessed some power over the
animal frame, though he did not mean to say
that anything passed between the operator
and -the patient, or that the influence was
exerted through the medium of the senses.
A peculiar idiosyncrasy might be neces-

sary, Every person was not, probably,
susceptible to the influence. He believed
that the mind had much to do with the mat-
ter ; there might be something in addition
to that, but he thought that the mind &laquo; set
it a going." A clergyman whom he knew
had thirty years since received instructions
in animal magnetism, from a French re-

fugee. One day, subsequently, he was
sitting with a lady, who was suffering from
a violent toothach, which he thought he
could cure; he employed his hand in the
nsual manner, and in a very short time she
exclaimed, t6 I can’t open my eves," the
eyelids having fallen. The gentleman be-
came alarmed, and sent for a physician ;
but, in the mean time, having rubbed the
eyebrows, the patient awoke. This gentle-
man proceeded with his experiments, and
produced all the ordinary effects of ani-
mal magnetism, which he noted, day by
day, and verified by the signatures of many
witnesses. He (Dr. W.) had read this
most interesting document, respecting the
veracity of which there could be no suspi-
cion, and it had so much effect on him, that
he determined never publicly to oppose
animal magnetism. At first, when the
clergyman called on him, he said, in order
to stop the conversation, that he had not
time to talk on the subject; but at the se-
cond call, the written document had made
a great impression on him, and on seeing
the experiments of M. Dupotet, the effects
produced were so like those detailed in the
clergyman’s account, that he was convinced
of their importance. Still, he believed that
idiosyncrasy played an essential part in the
phenomena. Regarding the effects, he had
the other day met a surgeon in Camberwell,
with whom he had lately attended a patient

respecting whom he was informed that
Mesmerism had produced remarkable re-

suits, which he went with the surgeon to

witness. At first the passes producedex,
citement like hysteria, and the patient re-
quested that they might not be made, as
she disliked them ; but they were continued,
and she shortly fell asleep, lying on one
side, and breathing in a manner not at all
like the respiration of natural sleep. She
soon awoke, perfectly furious, wishing to

get ont of bed, and to run, almost naked,
into the street. She was held still, the
manipulations were again had recourse to,
she again fell asleep, the sleep continued
for ten minutes, and then she awoke per.
fectly rational.

Dr. SHEARMAN asked why animal mag.
netism was not brought into action on the
human body before now? He considered
that the imagination had a great deal to do
with the matter. The French Academy
had rejected it.
Mr. KINGDON inquired into the cui bono

of the science. Had it cured any diseases?
It should be carefully investigated.
Mr. CLIFTON considered the subject to be

a delusion, which was unworthy of dis.
cussion. There was nothing tangible in it.
Mr. DFNDY, in allusion to Dr. Shearman’s

observations, said that the second Comtiiis-
sion in France, including Lavoisier and
Franklin, had not altogether rejected the
subject; Franklin had a conviction that
there was something extraordinary in it,
As to the cui bono, the manipulations re,

duced the system to somnambulism, and
there was the cm bono. He had seen that
O’Key was made perfectly insensible. He
believed that a peculiar idiosyncrasy was
necessary for the production of its influ.
ence. There was undoubtedly something
in the manipulations, though animal mag-
netism attempted, he thought, to prove toc
much.
The Society then adjourned, after a briel

address from the President, to the las
Monday in September next.

ERRATUM.&mdash;In the case alluded to in a

former report of the Society, related by Mr
Dendy, the patient did not void the egg
cup by stool, but perished with symptoms 01
strangulated hernia.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

CASES IN WHICH MESMERISM WAS EMPLOYED

AS A MEANS OF CURE OF DISEASE.

WILLIAM KEBBELL, aged 12, was admitted
March 13. Complexion tiorid, apparently of
a sanguineous temperament ; no hereditary
predisposition. When an infant, had seve-
ral fits from teething, which, however, ceas.
ed when he had cut all his teeth. Six years
ayo, without any obvious cause, either me-

,chanical injury or mental emotion, he was


